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WATER CHARGES: 


Revolt to bring down 
this government! 


huge movement of ‘people power is 
underway across Ireland — and the 
mainstream media like RTE are try- 


ing to ignore it 

Tn working class housing estates, thousands 
of people have turned up to street mectings 
wid decided ia rset ater chart 

Attempts to install water meters in Crumlin 
and Clondalkin have been foiled by mass civil 
disobedience, 

In Sligo, Irish Water has withdrawn from 
estates like Cranmore because of successful 

The state’ response has been to deploy Gardai 
against peaceful protests In Edenmore in Dublin 
they sent in the public order unit — the Gardas 
new riot squad — to intimidate 

And in à move that was similar to tactics 
deployed by the notorious Greyhound company 
the Sierra company got a general injunction 
against anyone who tried to interfere with 
meter installation. 

The state is also launching a propaganda war 
to intimidate people. The p presen 
for example, ran a headline recently which 
proclaimed that "Water Bills will double if 
homes dont register 

But the [rii Independent is owned by the 
media baron Denis O'Brien. This is the same 
individual who owns Sierra, the company con- 
tracted to install meters 

This paper is used as a weapon to enforce 
govemment policy though kar and ‘divide and 
rule tactics 

Some years ago, for example, it also ran a 
hare campalgn against overpaid publie sector 
workers to back up the government's wage 


cutting strategy 
Irish Waters only prop: 
that people who do not sign up with them will 
lose thee fee allowances and so pay more 
But nobody will need a free al 
we fight ro keep our water free. Or rather, to 
ensure it is paid for by central taxation rather 
than another charge 
TF the protest movement against Irish Water 
escalates, we can defeat these charges. We de- 
feated charges in 1996 (sce inside) and we can 
do the same agai. 
But in order to do so, we will have to move 
beyond demonstrating to widespread peaceful 


ida argument is 


Worker 


disobodicnce that makes this country ungovern 
ble and forces a deeply unpopular coalition 


Mi The demonstration on October 11* is only 
the start. Enda Kenny will nor listen to one 
demonstration. We need to step up the action ~ 
and do so continually until his government ll 
MWe nced co-ordinated local anti-water pro 
tests as an immediate follow up. 

We nccd to form local groups of activists 
that make democratic decisions on where the 
movement gocs from here 

Be: ional assembly where all anti- 
water charges groups come together to plan 
‘nd discus wher we gp ne : 
Our aim should be two fold. 

IV should launch protests on a national 
way tha brings the country to a standstill 
WC should also be so well organised locally 
that if Irish Water trics to enter housing estates 
to turn off the water of non-payers, they shall 
be driven out 

And cven if they succeed in turning off the 
water ofa few houscholds, we should be ready 
to turn it back on. 

The stakes in this batle are incredibly high 
For the past six years, government have loaded 
the costs of the Celtic Tiger crash onto the 
majority of working people. 

hey proci à wealthy cie and made 
mo attempt to force them to pay extra taxes. 

Esch year they lo pay out 68 bilion to 
bondholders — the equivalent of the entire edu- 
cation budget — for loans taken out to shore 
up banks and the wider economy. 

A defeat for the government on water charges 
will change all of this. 

Te will open the way for an offensive that 
stops austerity and makes the wealthy pay. 


Ir will lead many workers to question why 
the Labour Party has a stranglehold over un 
ions like SIPTU, who have abstained from 


the struggle 

Te will help bring about a leftward shift in 
Irish politics 

But above all it will end the disease of de- 
featism and show that ‘people power really 
workers 

Let the fight begin. 
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Lockout at Greyhound Recycling ends 


Brian O Bok 


fter a battle lasting more 
than three months, the 
ispute at Greyhound 


Reaping lly over 

"Reign 1 neben 
deem e company hcl 
Peppe 

"Tis followed an alimatum 
which demanded a 39% pay cut 
bm tap af enra hour and longer 

The company CEO, Michael 
Buddy had planned his operation. 
with miliary prechion 

Heciluusd iur a ght that 
agentes 
would give him plenty of tine 
befor the schoolt were back 

"Ihi meint that any inar e- 
sinc wed be dealt with before 
the heavier volumes of morning 
trafic 

che o had ateam of cab 
Labour waiting in the wing 

Wiinhoutsof the na lock 
out, alaf Greyhounds nd were 
Baele in aco 

He nl had a line vo the cope 
and a particularly agree op 

Afr en an a we Buckley 
bd secured High Cour june 
ton hat barred al woe fom 
linen with the normal wore 
ing of hs usin. 

This was designed to neuter 
the woren by undermining heir 
unica Sipru. 

During the i nine weeks of 
the lockout, Buckley nrategy 
Worked area 

cvs and appr did man 
age to low dawn be trucks on s 
ber of occalons but SIPTU 
icy at on the sidoin, 


eme 
A 


During late August a number 
of lefiwing public representativer 
‘tre alo had before the cou 

În a manocuvre designed to 
aged to ecre a gab injunction 
preventing anyone lom meri 
Nit his operation. 

TM upheld. chis would have been 
the end of the rug. 

Faced with the power of 
Buckley money a hot janice 
system and compliant union the 
worn could have cay folded, 
yh ety nat dli 
thought would happen: 

Tie the ro of ca, Buckley 


looks down on 
with a 
contempt. 

Socialist Worker has it on good 
authority that Greyhound bosses 
expected the resistance to descend 
{ato uos Afer nine weeks without 
any wages they thought the woren 
had finally been broken. 

They thought wrong, 


Resistance 

On 25 August the Greyhound 
workers decided to take matters 
into their own hands 

Over the coune of the next 
two weeks they held the gate at 


Knockmitten from early in the 
morning until six in the eveni 
This caned major duruption to 
the Buckley operation. with two. 
effects that were interrelated. 


Self- Respect 
[rompe 
renewed confidence emerged 
"Works who had previ ac- 
ceptedorde from Sipru ofc 
nto make the decisions. 
‘Speaking to SW Joc Hall cap- 
tet some ofthe feeling 
"heck forced ut inte a fight 
we did wane. 
Fera lng time (o long ely) 


se did what ur union exped 

We sted acre the read and 
shed i the cab went ia and 
took ror meg. 

When ur backs were so she wal 
swe decided that we had o tmd. 
nd fpi 

Taking the gates gave us a sense 
ihre in core and we had. 
"rl in dey that we never would 
ase guten j'me remained on the 
side nes 

Mibtancy pave ws she elf respect 
thar we deserved and it forced Buckley 
tothe neon salle” 

aca the ther els ofthe 


After months of inaction 
Buckley finally pur a deal onthe 
table 

Moreover, the terms he of- 
fered where better than those 
demanded at the outset ~ 15- 
20% pay cuts for the 20 or «o 
who held onto their jabs and 
30% ofthe redundancy pack- 
age four weeks redundancy for 
ery year af service far the 60 or 
So who lost thelr employment 

When Socialist Worker spoke 
toa number of workers afa 
they fel defeated, 

"Ait losing your job this isun- 
derstandable, bur the effects of 
this struggle are not a straight 
ers z 

Looking back on it, there isab- 
solid no doubt that the worker 
Would have lost by fr morc had 
they nor goren militant, 

Money means shar sh bomes 
have incredible power, but the 
Greyhound workers showed i 
ient invincible. 

In the lase days ofthe struggle 
ma va mabeg se 
his business 

IF the workers had managed 
to hold the gate for another kew 
sea who ws wha might have 
happened. 

er secon 
achieved ane having a pose ct 
on karona A 

Workers at the picket line of 
Rhatigan Contraction wanted to 
thank thcir Greyhound counter- 
perp and pin 
always wits but it alway leads 10 
Bener outcomes. 

Te would be even bener if the 
workers hada union that was not 

angled by Labour Party hacks 


Locked out rhatigan workers fight lowpay 


orken at JJ Rhatigan, 
Who are members 
of the UNITE 


union are on strike against an 
employer who is forcing people 
to work for low wages 

Rhatigans have won 
a contract from the 
Department of Education to 
build schools, 

These include schools in 
Grifcen and Kishoge in Lucan, 
County Dublin, e 

One of the workers explained 
what happened, 

"T was taken on by a sub- 
contractor who asked for my 
PPS number. 

1 contacted a number of 


D MEPs, SIPTU 


draped a large banner of the 
Labour Party candidate from 
its headquarters. 

Many union members 
complained that their 


other brick 
nd told them abo 
3o we all ard 

"Altera few weeks. I aked the 
sub-contractor about our pay 
ind wat told i was lodged into 

“But when I asked abo 
the sum of money, T was told 
that it was to cover the other 
bricklayers and labourers as well 
mpl 

In other words be had forced 
vato become cf employed 
sub-contractors — without our 
Knowledge or comen. 

Forcing worker into this 
category a mar tactic 


and labourers 
the job 
the same 


used by bosses in the building 
industry 

The national rate that a 
bricklayer should be paid is 
€17.21 an hour. 

Bar the workers in 
JI Rbatigans were being paid 
Jess than €5 an hour. 

"The Revenue Commissioners 
state that sub-contractors 
must supply their own 
equipment and have an office 

But these conditions do 
mot exist for the locked-out 
Rhatigan workers. 

The self-employed status is 
only a trick to get them onto 
low pay 


There ira lot of alk about a 
remvery tt the moment 

Bat the redi tat the 
building bere up o thei 
old ec d 

Ihe getaway with this ie 
vill destroy the industry’ id 
ne vods 

The woren have been 
fighting ar oper two moni 
Sid hate put pices on he 
Radon Blu which in owned by 
presi 

The resi scandal, however, 
in hata Labour Party Minter 
For Education i deliberately 
slioviog compas like 
Rims t Hout heir own 


ans discussion on Labour Party disaffiliation 


union was supporting a 
candidate whose party was 
imposing pay cuts and water 


Subsequently, it was 
discovered the union had 
contributed to her election 
campaign. 


In response to this, the 
Education Sector of SIPTU 
proposed a resolution for a 
ional conference of the. 
Te suggested that the 
union sever its links with the 


Labour Party. 


The aim was to open a 
process of debate on the 


subsequently ruled the 
a ‘out of order’. 


In other words it will not 
let delegates discuss it. 


The Labour Party hacks 
who control the union are 
terrified of real democracy. 


They want to maintain. 
bureaucratie control of the 


union apparatus and force. 
the Labour Party down our. 
throats 


Ie is time we rid ourselves 
of these hacks and got a 


proper union back. 


NEVER miss anissue of mcm 
Socialist Worker 


‘Si month subscription €19£10519 
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tink of corruption hangs 


over incinerator pr oject 


Fork on an incinerator in 
Ringsend is about to com- 
mence, But the whole project 


is mired in scandal and incompetence, 

Yet the key figure who pushed it 
through, is none other than John Tierney. 
the present CEO of Irish Wate. 

1h 2002, Dublin City Council issued 
a tender for a private Company to de- 
sign build and operate an incinerator 
Four companies applied but, bizarrely, 
a company which made no application 
iot the contrac. 

"This company was Covent and, at the 
time it ad fld for bankruptcy in the 
USA, Dublin Cty Councils award ofa 
contact to Coventa was therefor totally 
Sut of order 

Worse was to follow The original ender 
was to build an incinerator that would 
{ter for 400,000 tonnes and would be 
Ton an a private company for en yar 

Yet the actual contract far Coventa 
was for a 600,000 tonnes inciner 
and the company could herp pomen 
for 25 your 

The increase in siae was of some sig 
nificance because it indicted thatthe 
Yast majority of waste from the whole 
a Ireland was tobe funneled through 
the small suburb of Ringnd 

Tt also implied that waste would be 
shipped in from other par of Europe 

Once Caventa won the project, the Avabusent adr report found that 
Dublin Ciny manage John Tierney anc. ‘no proper auicaton of expenditure on 
tioned the pending of vase umsol publican invoice banis was available to account 
money on the project. for monies pent on Pooibeg by council 

24 million wat handed out wo private management 
consults = principally RPS = br pre. Sir over €2 


Destroying a 
neighbourhood 


ave you been to Ringend? le 
retches from Barrow Street 
to the iconic red lighthouse on 


patatory work even though the original 
budget for this clement of the project was 
supposed to be €8 million. 


n was paid for new 


iesenator 
Nas, back to the waterways of 
Ringserd Our climate i a rather windy 


the Great South Wall, and fom Pigeon | ame ar wind follows ners, seas are 
House Road ro Beach Road and Upper — | canals. So, although you may never have 
Grand Canal Street ited Rinpoend, the content cfi 


Ihwighbons the villages of rishi, | macsiveincireraor may wellbe making 


Sandymount, Ballbridge and the Pearse | their way to you. That's along te Liffey 
Sheet anes to blard Brags, Chapelizod, Lacan, 

TY agrand litle village witha pend | Leixlip, Celbridge and farther on into 
maritime history whichwas once a Kills, along the Dodder to Rathfarnham 
penala accessible only tung ani Tallaght, along the Grani Canal past 
Balbbridge, until lud was reclaimed | Rathmines, [chrome and Clondalkin, and 
p" ati via the Inch Sea fom Howth Dan 

‘Spend more thana few mimtes in| Laoghaire ani beyond 
Ringied Pak ar yu fel the effects 
cfthesewaterwaysinthewinl tat | World Health Organisation 
falls them. Howes unl th ensis fom 

Although the incinerator pasti the debacle that p e water beatet 
planned for Pobeg itwillaccept, ifrot — | plan, which were improved but not Sed, 
meh waste fiom across the country | the emissione from the incinerator willbe 

"Then after the trucks have wemded | cdocnes ani may well costam armful 
theirway fom Donegal, Gaba, done 
Limerick, Conk, Waterford and the Greater | Acconding t the Work Health 
Dublin Area they will proceed though | Ongarsation “Dini ue highly 
the Port Rowel and across East Link | tri and can casse reproductive and 
Brige developmental pblems, damage the 

smu sytem iem wi memes 
Unfit for Pus ard ako cave cancer” 

Abndge whichis o maom, ifs ‘Wee all lad more ores background 
‘ule to facilitate bicycle tafSe and | exporae to tiem However, inewaring 
there ane oad signs onbothsides giving | expozar evens or increasing levels of 
testimony to ths. Its quite simply, unit | exporare, incmaces health risks. 
for purpose. "They go onto say iat preventonor 

‘Bultata time when the docks werein | seduction of ezporare i best achieved 
(decline ard rarely walked or cyeled, iras | through "trct contol of xhtnal 
designed to facihtate velles aveding the | processes to reduce formation of dia” 
city centre And according o e US National 

Now withthe development alore the | Library of Medicine despite experiments 
quay: fom Butt Bridge o EastLink | ti stilunksownwhatexacly caer 
ani the povisonaf te Luas tamlie, | diam orwhat mixture of elements, or 
nfuesenmnber ofpedesinane and — |wisttempestue camerabcst hem 
cysts we thi bridge Further "More detadedivestigaton. 

"This then, the e sumenas ofthe many iiia actor ineneing 


arte led trucks will take tofeed the | dicranfommationic needed to Sed way: io 


premises for Westway Terminals Hibernian 
Tad, which was moving fro nal 
site in Rinpend to lactate the develop 
of the incinerator. Yet the ogi 
Just like in Irish Water, vast sums of 
public money appeared to just melt away. 
Yet even with these vast slides the 
incinerator project sale for years Other 


the project was effectively dead. 

‘But Coventa had launched a mauive 
laying capa oe thee ard 

The former US ambassador, Dan 
Rooney, weighed in to lobby on their 
behalf. The company abo hited an es 
tate agent, Arthur French, who had eased 
funds for Fine Gael, as its advisor. By pure 
coincidence, he was aso a golf partner 
of Phil Hogan. 

Once Hogan came into office he began 
to ake measures to asst Coventa, He with 
drew the levy thatthe former Environment 
Minister, John Gormley, had imposed on 
‘waste going to incinerators, At the same 
time, the Dublin City Council manager 
gave Caventa an extension om its contract 
to enable it to raise funds for the projet, 

The results of these lobbying efforts 
have now borne fruit, Coventa has won a 
mew contract from Dublin City Council 
whereby it will own the project for 45 
{years — rather than the original 20. They 
can also burn even more waste than was 
originally allowed 


vate waste collection companies took 
a successful legal case against a decision 
by Dublin local authorities to guarantee 
+ supply of waste w Coena 
At this point Dublin City Council 
could have withdrawn from the project 
urticolly a Coventa had mined some. 
key dates in construction and investment 
Upto very recently. many people thought 


‘Eas Link ridge 


Soback bourwater ways, a cursory 


Democracy — 
You must 
be joking 


ver the fourteen years 
that the incinerator 
ject has been debated 


Dublin City Council, the 
lected members voted against it 
c most recent vote was 50 
| to 3 against the project. 
But the unelected city 
manager has ordered the project 


it 


Elected representatives are 
not even allowed to sce the 
‘contract that has been signed 
by city council officials with 
Coventa. 

“This is despite the fact 
that auditors have publicly 
reprimanded these officals for 


7 


Job Gormley 


on the contract and was not 
able to order the Dublin 
City Manager to desist from 


Leck of financial oversight in| si 

iius eid apei, AES a doy mambara 
At a public meeting in. unelected officials can force 

Ringscnd, John Gormley, tbe | through a deeply unpopular 


former Environment Minister 
revealed that he could not 
get hold of full information 


veject where is democracy? 
Prize eh wi na aieeaii 


but mass civil disobedience, 


L 


Jook at the map of Dublin shos that St 
‘Vincent's Hospital hes between the Inch 


St James” andthe Clue’: Hospital, 
Crumlin ame all close to the Grand Canal, 


Seaand the River Dodder, the Central | St Patrick's Hospitalis next the Liffey 
Mental Hospitals close the the River | ard who know: whichway the wind will 
Dodder too. pa 

The Eye and Ear Hospital, the Coombe, Mary Caulfield 


FIGHTING WATER CH ARGES...FIGHTING WATER CH ARGES...FIGHTING WATER CHARGES. 


om How we defeated water 


Trish Water 


I. Charges last time around 


asking yon to iin deals 
about your household, including 
your PPS number. i "m 
Ina statement, People Before DOUBLE r^ 
Profi said, TAX ] munt 
Thee are two purposes to DOUBLE vane Tai 
these pad 
1) lt is an information ORT 
gathering exercise so they can m 
charge you for using water. (ants 
2) They want you to accept 77] 3 
water charges. You will be asked 


to declare that you are a customer 
of Irish Water. In other words, to 
give up your right as a citizen to 
Water — and start paying. 

“The average per household 
charge will be €278 a year. But 
the charges will rise after that. 
One former ESRI economist has 
estimated that it will eventually 
be €600 a year. 

‘We can stop these charges if we 
come together and resist. 

‘We would urge you, therefore, 
not to fill in the form. You 
could send it back to Irish Water 
unopened or place it in your bin 
or simply ignore it. 

"Dot le! Irish Water or the swemmenrarempssforelióh In 1994, che Dublin local authority byisuingihrea to turn offthe water of parts ofthe city. The Judge could barely 


E Cue uy eu pet elaia aviel E C eU. 
B You cannot be jailed or fined | T, 1953, Dick Spring the Labour and Dublin Cim, This coincided with ply on again Copied epu kr 
for refusing to co-operate with Minister for the Environment brought  artempts to introduce water charges in the In areas like Clondalkin there were taken to court. 

Irish Water. ina measure char alowed local councils capital ci. Councillors amocisted wich patrole to monitor the presence of council Under such immense pressure, the 
[ce e | (epoca ce Reger) Dera es emer ty va tte ee tee ternas: 


/Rabbitte wing of the Labour authorities were unable to turn off the the non-payers. 


take the water charge out of your | w tat domosie rats had beenabulabed Gi 
wage packet or your social welfare | È» anna Fail and this left ashorthllin Party- went back on thet 


rdand ac- water o 


Jt was only at this point that RTE 


many non-pay 


: [i lng ose ve pobre pili ss ane eras egi 
because iti not a tax that the etapa ep dee ee egress pedes ere. 
Revenue Commissioners control. | to enforce water charges. Ireland was underway and in September a Federation This co-incided with a change of gov- — [n 1996, a bye election occurred in 
Telemed ar cadre War iine Dds Ant Wars Charges e moment Ratio Liver Dessen Dele We ul V Bore stl 
RTE: State Diese enc rel karera ees Bang et eld ia toe, Ja fola a ene Pas Gad. amad oo Hipias o ad. 
bi eet e he ii al E op ines edi ie quee 
censorshipof ecrit sates ete ee a eet nan fare peed Dh e 
ph foetal phere ner eem esta aaa ay pee e hers poy ey 
protest a erri a El ELAN: Ga prp 
uring the last month, ises as the Minister for the Environment a boycott of the charges. Tens of thou- The first court case was held in the country 
there have been scores of | threatened voabolih thcir council they. anh refused vo pay and many joined Radar e eem 
major protests against | did not charge for water. By the early the Federation of Anti-Water Charges But over fve hundred people turned prospect of electoral defeats, the political 
Irish Water. nineties, most councils had water chasges Campaigns by paying asmallsubscription. up to harangue the court. There were establishment backed down and abolahed 
4000 people temalarga | men hc ccepn of Duis TUE eee pended nid baat pote na al 
Dublin Says No ‘lockout’ event; 
1,000 marched in Tallaght; 


hundreds more have marched in 
Athlone and Drimnagh. 

But not a word of these protests 
have been recorded by RTE or 
much of the mainstream media, 

In Edenmore, the Public Order 
Unit was engaged in protests with 
scores of protestors — again not a 
word was mentioned on RTE. 

We do not have a ‘free press? 
but a controlled media. 

RTE is deliberately censoring 
news to try to prevent a protest 
‘movement growing. And much of 
the private media is controlled by 
media baron, Denis O'Brien. 

However, the authorities did 
not predict that news of the 
protest is flying around Facebook 
networks all over Ireland. 

‘Their censorship only shows 
how out of touch they really are. 


n, which I think is extreme, is represented by the NGOs, who bang on about declaring 
water a public right. That means that as a human being you should have a right to water. That's an 


extreme solution. 
Nestle CEO Peter Brabeck 
Nestle is the leading supplier oj bottled water. No wonder they hate the 


Sinn Fein and Water Charges: 
What is their strategy? 


uring the bye- election campaign and is not part of the revenue gather- is to get rid of that legisla 
Dublin South Wes, Sinn Fein ing apparatus of the state. Legislation, has committed to do that 


faced a challenge from the radical therefore, docs not exist to allow them part of the next 


iei who were promoting people power’ to seize the change from peoples income. In other words, people 

as a way to fight water charges Bor even faich legation were tbe the aw and wai 
Thirondim Cathal King raponded introduced, a huge movement of people government th 

by claiming thar ‘Sinn Fein wasthe only power’ could force the government to 

party witha workable strategy co defeat back down, Unjust lawn ave always been Defy 

Saer charger challenged from below- and sometimes, Thiis a somewhat ironi 


Te wasa big chim bur King was opposed ifthe movement is big enough - gov 
to ‘other groups who prefer to concen- ments get defeated. It happened in 1996 they denied the legitimacy 


trate on fostering aspects of campaigns when the government backed down on and had little compunction about stag 
je. Yet when masses of They and the IMF and the ECB insist 


which will ultimately hurt hard-pressed implementing an EU Water Services di- an armed 


a. Sinn Féin would abo be cut and Irish Water would 


‘we become become a 'elf-funding mechanism 
Let us grane that Sinn Fein did well 


need to obey in an election in 2016 or early 2017. 
Fein to join a But even their own supporters would 


will change thase laws. not claim they are likely to form a ma- 


jority government. They will, therefore. 
have to seek a coalition with Labour or 
ion for Fianna Fail — both of whom support 


Sino Fein to take. For near, thirty years, water charges. 


DailEiteann Ireland is also subject to an “excessive 
deficit procedure’ laid down by the EU 


families in the long-run. This happened  rective which demanded water charges people propose to defy Dail legislation, that water charges be used to pay for 
during the campaign against the property from domestic users. they urge them to wait and bring about state debe 

tax. Politicians on the "extreme-lef"en- Ir also happened in the North—when a change by using the ‘proper channel’. "The real question then ix how realistic 
couraged member of the public not to contrary toa Sinn Fein claim that THEY The question remains, though, how is it to expect Sinn Fein Ministers to 
fill in forms but then abandoned them abolished water charges -a mass movement ‘realistic is Sinn Fein strategy face down all these demands for water 


when those people received hefty financial from below forced both them and the Imagine the scenario 


if there were charges — without the presence of an 


penalties! DUP to withdraw proposals for charges. no mass movement of boycott and civil active peoples movement that is actu 


The reference to the'extreme lef wasto Cathal King, however clealy believes disobedience. Irish Wate 
Teople Before Profit and the Ant-Austerty this scenario to be wholly unrealistic. He "bedded itself down’ and 
Alliance who both ran candidates in the argues that water cha 
lection, The charge that they ‘abandoned’ and that ‘the way t 
people was simply rubbish, 


Government fonda 


Fear tactics 

The reality is that a mass movement 
to fight property charges was defeated 
by a combination of fear tactics used by 
the government and the fiilure of union 
leaders to back the fight. In a draconian 
move, Labour Party and Fine Gael TDs 


seize the charges from the wage packets 
and social welfare of homeowners 

Bar even though this was an outrageous 
attack on worker rights the leaders ofthe 
ICTU and SIPTU did nothing Both thoe 
‘organisations are controlled by individuals 
who are totally loyal to the Labour Pary 

Cathal King chose, however, to at 
tack those who led a fight rather than 
the Labour Party and the union leaders 
who stabbed it in the hack. 

Irish Water is a public utility company 


would have ally resisting 
a mechanism Given recent experience of politicians 


would be well in place mo collect charges. promises, many would answer ‘pretty 
g for the waterservces unrealistic 


FINE GAEL: 
Lowe | 


| sarn 


enis O'Brien, moved into the water 
metering business just before the 
current metering programme began, 


O'Brien paid €45 million to take con- 
two of Sireserve, a company which has been 
described as an infrastructure and utilities 
support service’. One of its divisions isin, 
civil engineering and ies activities are de- 
seribed as water networks rehabilitation / 


ipaa elena fete 
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Tn 2010, the German company Siemens 
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wort 62 milion, GMC Siena wa part 
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OBrien’ links 
with Fine Gael 


eren March 195 and June 1996 
Denis O' Brien (or one of hit com. 
puni supported M Fue Gad fand 

"ing events ae Which £2,140 was banded 

cert te pary cbe personaly af rag 

doen dide 
The Mori tibund, which was set 

pt investigare payments to politicians 

Found tha Mr O'Brien made or clt 

pees Me Lon (a fume 

Pale af a combined €447.00, 

sod pared a lom fra fune 

£204 (508000) 


2,000) 


o retur it found that, 

ris beyond doube chat. Mr Lowry 
imparted substantive information m Mr 
O'Brien, of significant value and assistance 
to him in securing a Telecoms licence: 

a 1995, Denis O'Brien made a 65,000 
donation to Fine Gael to help fight a bye 
lection ia Wicklow: The director of cler- 
tions was Phil Hogan. 

In the same year, O'Brien made a 
£4,000 donation to a Fine Gael golf cli 
"The main organiser of the event was Phil 
Hogan. 


Socialist Worker 


Hong Kong erupts 


rave of mass pro-democracy pro- [f 
sts has rocked authoritarian rule ^ 
in Hong Kong. 5 


For several days, up to 100,000 have 


staged sit ins uide the gite council 
demanding universal suffrage in the kad 
upto the 2017 elections 
-The movement, which bogan as a wall 
out of 30,000 students, escalated into 
mas civil disobedience under the banner 
of Occupy Central with Peace and Lave 
Undeterred by unprecedented levels of 
police violence on the evening of Friday 
the 26" September protests continued w0 
‘well By Monday rior po 
ch Re afte nri 
ame prepared with umbrellas to defend 
themes against pepper spray, caring the 
movement she name Umbrella Revolution’ 
‘Vien attacks by loyalist thugs linked o 
from the dotnensof Mongkok and Causeway 
i Admiral 
Among the ranks of the gangs were off 
cy" palice officers: Stadent leaders have 
Since called off talks with the government 


Demonstrators 


Bay to the central distri 


Fighting for democracy 
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denied the right to vote. The deeply 
unpopular CY Leung a calla erred school curriculum. one-day general serike in solidarity with A peonest of 2000 cial woekerrouside ^ Despite rowing wealth for the rich dur 
toas "689", a reference 1o the numberof Last week, 13,000 students from two the arrestee x Polytechnic University declared an ing the Asian Tiger boom, one fifth of the 
lectors who voted lor himin Hong Kongs dozen iatittions staged a sit-in ouside — The Hong Kong Confederation of indefinite serike in the community ctr. Hong Kong population now lives below 
Elster Commitee Beinghae promised go«mmenthesdquaner Conrimed'dass Trade Unions declared, "Workers must The involvement of organised labour the poverty line 
a popular vote for the 2017 election, but boyooen by cool eudensharesiatdown stand up... To potnwallyshtthemeemenbrond ^ Housing prewure and declining Job 
candidates ad originally planned a mas cam the suppe a struggle for genuine democracy over position to CY Leong amongst youth. 
The latest wave of protests developed civil disobedience for October | Onth cial and economic decisions Discontent t neoliberal exprone ise 
cout of week-long campaign of civil do- the National Day Holiday, bur ins workers staged a ‘One placard reads, “democracy and _in opposition to a pro-Beijing economic 
bedience initiared by the student group loved the lad et by the dents Lek Yuen plant. livelihood are inseparable 
Knawn as Scholarism, Led by 17 year old The beverage workers marched into" Hong Kong is today the most unequal ^ Over two decades on from Tiananmen 
seudent kender Joshua Wong thegoupfint Workers and Students United Admiralty chanting “workers support country in the developed world Square, a movement fens and work 
emerged out audent mobibniomsin 2012 Significantly, several trade unions Alongside widespread student Axa one-party corporate siate, its po- ers in Hong Kong hax shown that real 
puros" content imo the Hong Kong of Fridays police repremion, calling: i members to strike ro big busines E wil be fought for by the millione. 


sdidon Maidan 


roof over thcir heads 
‘Meanwhile, some western lc wing. 

groups and parties repeat the mistake 

ff the Maidan protesters they create 


The Western Left should not repeat the mistake Ukrainian protesi 


mean 


he protesters that started gathering 
on Kyiv’ main square (maidan 
almost ten months ago were driven 


by a certain kind of 'occidentalism 
Europe, which stood as an epitome 
‘of Occident for them, presented a 


an equally Orientalized image of either 
ams Fascist peopl republic ghng 
Bremen haransed by an Asian deo 

They prot their rusraned desires 
cither ont the pro-Runian rebel or pro- 
West oligarchie germen 

Tea ra tha tha na i ope 
andit takes time w analyze the concrete 
situation on the ground, but the analysis 

A the end of the day, the ee el 
the civil war in Ukraine aggravated by 
Rusian military intervention hasa rl 
derasating fe for Ukraine” working 
class formation and ani capilar 

The workers acil between the ur 
conservative ideology of slg for the 
Rumian cmpi and rationalist ideology 
af the united Ukraine, devoid afany pro- 
vocali agenda. 

Mores Rusia increasingly 
reactionary and chauvinist domes 
Flies dimanche Rumian woking lass 
Fom the Ukrainian. 
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For ibera it was the Earp of 


bourgeois democracy, re ade and 
developed financial markets fot ational 
democrats ic was the Europe of cave 
Europes voles opponsl so the Adan 
honie, for the far righ it was the Fortress 
af Europe and for the few kefewing 
soups ic was the Europe of social ruggie 
While the bight dreams o 
Maidan coalesced in the image of Europe. 
the wore nightmares were projected 
towards Usine East: Ukraine sown 
eastern regions the stronghold of the Thoc splis are rected in the 
then ruling elite, and ies eastern neighbor, disoricnred and agreed kft in Ukraine 
Rusia and Ru 
ates, oth dreams and fare turned ince the The European kft should be very 
imos nightmare of reality. The occident wodke thar las throb, wathevery | carul and acne in racing to the 
ame with IMF conditional bonving ethe challenge of heating | Ukrainian crisis not o aggravate the 
that pulsed cating of budget expenses, mimar wah thasams_|defesed worker situation in Ukraine 
freeing wages ring energy price far | By nom, praes aflives lont in a meaningless war and other | and inve relevan forms of lidar and 
houschelds and aset ol otber auseriy | anei- Maidan goth wor ofboth West Tens of thousands diplaord orko the | suppor: 


Ta Malye 


not only against individual Western 
tien but also large numbers of their 
‘own people 

However, understandable revulsion 
at these atrocities in being manipulated 
to osi yet another war and military 
intervention in the Middle Ea, 

T we look at the history ofthese many 
five yearn there are three basie lens 1o 
be learned. 

Fit; the US war machine ix not mo 
tivated by humanitarian considerations 

They are bombing ISIS for the same 
reson they invaded Iragin 1991 and 2003 
sod back rac against the Palestinians: 
to maintain their control over this whole 
region which they consider vital both 


Ebola: Greed and moral banrup 


Horrors and atrocities are committed 
on a regular basis in many parts of the 

world. 
"Saudi Arabia regul 
beheadings: 47 students have been dis- 
red, by the 


appeared, p 
Mexican police; eight UN peacekeepers 
were killed in Mali and so on. 

If these atrocities are 
a political ally, e.g Saudi Arabia 
in an area of little strategic interest eg 
Mali, the idea of military intervention 


mmitted by 


‘Only when it erves their imperialis 


interests do the American media shine 


1 spotlight on the gruesome events and 
do politicians like Obar 
start to say Somethin 


a and Cameron 
must be done! 


Western Creation 
Second, ISIS — like Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban before it — is a monster of wester 


This is true in the direct sense that 


pro-Western powers have assisted 
or armed the forerunners of ISIS whe 
it suited their purpose of fighting Anad 
in Syria jut as they helped the Talibas 
when they were fighting the 
Afghanistan 

Tris also true in the wider sense that 
the whole phenomenon of Jihadism and 
Islamic militancy 
the middle ages but a m 
the 


dern response to 


nd holding down ho 
countries i difficult busines even for 


‘Occupying 


powerful empires 

Tralvay relies on the method perfected 
Berol 

nc: divide and rule by stirring up 


res and used in Irland. 


This is what the US did in Iraq back- 


ing a viciously sectarian Shia government 
'Nouri al- Maliki, thus provoking a 


ian Sunni backlash which has buile 


mass support for ISIS. 


Bombing 

Bombing SS vas a racion born of panic 
and fear when fcd withthe prospect that, 
deven years afar awaling rq and paa as they 
‘wer uying to pull oun, they magha lnc cred 
"Barbanlingicnl pouring mar ped 
haac mene confi mac barbary awe 
facing morc anni Muslim rim in Europe 

inter pond tha way bri impe 
faca that being killed, ar horribly maimed by 
2 bomb that ll from 30000 fet 


vay mare humane than being behead 
‘how in the head 
n fact lange scale bombing, as was dane 
to Irag kill far more people and far more in- 
"—— 
And refugee centres are hi by mia than 


Brane Mooney 


the Ebola virus is currently 
ravaging Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
and Liberia in West Africa. 


In de Tast six monha half of the 
neven tots people eed wih 
Ebola have died. T 

The pen by which thie vacan 
inlet many people makas ete m 
rever saate plc hen emereeryin 

Guinea, Sitra Leone end bei 
huve an avetage population afsit milian 
wi up 0858 ing below poverty 
ible 

Magen by cit van dace the end af 
oben ie aste m be poled 
tei neun vss 

Coser toy te Ebala diee 
nct aorta ecd lec i 
tanned ariy by dict bodily id 

aded unlike AIDS the Eola 
icaleion tne Kaho fen days 
iste aa ses 
rag nly dining he bee period 
va presjeda 

Eady dingas cock kea io 
secon oinas ba lt art 
to beaks cec the dice develope 
pem 

T pecie comlatcsta wee 
Atea oe ic reer htc 

Tie aici ee oe 
caupmen lack of existing drug no 
Secus bek al knee sas e 


disease and fear amongst 
that there is oo treatment 
villages have been 


do not playin school 


inadequately roun 
People frequently care for thcir loved 


at home leaving relatives of the sick and 
heare workers most at risk of the 


‘Nether the USA, nor Britain and France, 
norany Weser led coalition has any ight to 
i ling, Tho ae matr enti for the 
peoples f he region theelex to ilv 

That they ane well capable of doing so is 
shown by the great revolutions of the nb 
Spring in 2011, when tens of millions of nd 
foedam and oc 

These rg ining the ens Syrian 
Revelation against Amd, Were deel non 


ooo the ets for democracy 


sectarian in character and pointed the way 
Forward for the whole regon. 

Of eune they were deed by a combina; 
tion of local military repression and behind 
the scenes backing from the US bur that desire 
and potential or real democracy and fede 
inal there 

The Arab masses will ise again and it it 
with them nor Western bombing that real 
hope bes. 


tcy 


imposed curfews to curtail the spread of 
the dese. But tbe curfew are easing 
People cant travel to food maskeer ar 
ace wel for drinking waer, 

An cater arang interatonal 
repone by providing the neceuary 
treatment would have halted the need 
For ach deperit ante 

Ebola hat been known fer thirty 
eass bux the drug companies have not 
Fused on a vaccine because they aw 
ltl pro 

T Canadian experienta 
availabe Iter this year should be 
imininered m feste heil woes 

eerie a cdi provide ener 
a bs red ot geen i 

The inneroatianal dig pene 
has led ro the high mort es 

While Cuba and China endi expert 
medical cams Obama has sent 3000 
tainty personal. 

A pant aent el ngei aida 
accel pace cien any aier 
i append that the dece igh gend 
pee western Afiat, 

ide Gatien dise 
that baa kiled preple so quil in 
inert eramana asy wht 
Ie dona t andos fae ct 
sh cate reg Fx may 


inthe world 
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Socialist 


Tax the Rich 
No Welfare Reform 
No Budget cuts 


nce again the Assembly finds itself 
O in the depths ofa political crisis, 
this time with partics failing to 

reach agreement over welfare reform, 
Sinn Fein and the DUP threaten the 
collapse of institutions, ordinary people 
across the North are facing the biggest at 
tacks on living standards for decades. 

"The proposed bill, which has divided 
parties at Stormont, amounts to a whole 
scale assault on the welfare state 

Tit goes ahead thousands will be plunged 
below the poverty line 

An estimated 242,000 families will have 
their child benefits cut 

Some 66,000 people, unable to work due. 
to illness or disability, will face a £3,500 
per year cut in allowances. 

Families with disabled children will lose 
£3,500 per year. 

On top of this 1,600 public sector jobs 
a result of the £18 bil. 
lion cuts being pushed by Stormont 


are set to be lost a 


Ie is not so much ‘welfare reform’ as a 
whole scale attack- a systematic destruction 
of the welfare state. 


Breadline 

In typical Tory fashion those hit hardest 
will be those closest to the breadline. 

"The bill should be scen for what it is 
an attempt by the Tory 
make ordinary people pay for the recession, 

“The North has already experienced seven 
years of austerity, with ordinary people bear- 
ing the brunt of spending cuts 

Public sector workers have faced a pay 
freeze while the cost of living has soared 

Public services have been stcamrollered, 
schools, leisure centres, hospitals and com- 
munity sectors, have all been squeezed, 
their front line services suffering 

Sporting and cultural events such as the 
Open House Festival and Festival of Fools 
have lost their funding. 

Libraries are now facing closures with 
over £3 million of cuts being imposed. 
Every department in the North is facing 2 
percent spending cuts which in real terms 


y's and Stormont to 


will mean job losses 

The health service also finds itself at 
breaking point with patients waiting up 
to 24 hours in A and E's. 

Royal Mail and the Housing Executive 
are facing privatization. 

Despite all this politicians tell us there 
is no option but to cut people's benefits 
as well 


Poverty 


"They plead poverty, saying there is no 
money to keep the public sector afloat 
Yer last year the same politicians voted to 
give themselves a £5,000 per year pay rise. 

Whenever they need money to go to war 
in the Middle East or to cover their own. 
expenses, money is no object. 

It is estimated Britain's new war on Isis 
will cost the taxpayer £3 billion per year. 
But when it comes to funding the welfare 
stare at home politicians cry broke. 

Shamcfully, the DUP and UUP fully 
support the Welfare Reform bill. They are 
wholly committed to making those on the 
lowest income suffer. 

Parroting Cameron and Clegg they arguc 


cuts are unavoidable and that we must ‘face 
up to economic realities. 

Bur the economic realities are very dif- 
ferent for those at the top and those of us 
at the bottom of society 

For the wealthy corporations at the top 
it is business as usual but for the vast ma- 
jority of us at the bottom it is a struggle 
to make ends meet. 

Sinn Fein, on the other hand, have 
taken a principled stance against Welfare 
Reform, a welcome position given their 
terrible track record in government over 
the last 7 years 

"There is however, onc glaringly obvious 
weakness in their new found radicalism. 

They, along with the other major partics, 
still support che reduction of corporation tax 
inthe North and have deplored Westminster 
to devolve these powers to the Assembly. 

A reduction of corporation tax would only 
have the result of increasing inequality and 
would be a tax reduction for the wealthy. 


Tr will benefit the 1% and shows a mas- 
sive contradiction in Sinn Fein's strategy. 

Westminster's decision to announce 
an £87 million finc on Stormont for not 


implementing the reforms reaches new 
heights of hypocrisy. even for Cameron 
and his cronies 


Vulnerable 

A cabinet of millionaires, who refuse to 
raise so much as a finger to confront tax 
dodgers like Google and Amazon,see fit to 
impose sanctions on the taxpayer for not 
attacking society's most vulnerable. 

Ir shows the true nature of Tory policy, 
that it is one law for the rich and one law 
for the rest of us 

Over the coming weeks it is crucial we 
keep up the fight against austerity and 
cutbacks going. 

On October 14 public sector workers 
will be out on a day's strike over pay and 
on 18 Oct there will bea march fora living 
wage organised by ICTU. 

We should make the demands to all par- 


ties over the coming period. 


1 - Raise Corporation tax, make the rich 
pay. 
2- No to Welfare Reform 


3- For a living wage now 


